[Kaposi sarcoma. A short review on a rare disease].
Pathological, clinical, epidemiological and immunological aspects of a rare tumor, Kaposi's sarcoma, are briefly discussed. The prevalence of the disease in an African population raises questions about genetic and environmental factors in its carcinogenesis. Immunological data indicate a probable viral origin. The clinical patterns seem to be influenced by alterations of the immune defense mechanisms. Most questions about its biological behaviour remain to be answered yet.